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Royal Geelong Yacht Club’s Festival of Sails is an 
unrivalled, successful yacht racing and community 
festival.  It is exciting for sailors who begin the event 
competing with 240 yachts in the Passage Race 
from Melbourne to Geelong, a spectacular sight.  
The daily racing calendar sees fleets of yachts 
(300) on multiple courses in close competition and 
the Twilight Race brings the mixed fleet to the heart 
of the city.  The social life of the event continues late 
into the night in the Regatta Village at the yacht club.

The 2016 Festival of Sails was designed to maintain 
the highest quality yacht racing in Australia and to 
provide significantly more engaging activities on 
shore for competitors, the community of Geelong 
and visitors to the region.

The success of this year’s event was built on a 
deliberate focus on innovation supported by a 
powerful communications strategy.  The Club used 
a new combination of RGYC staff, volunteers and 

contracted specialist providers to review past events 
and introduce new infrastructure and activities.  

The shore side layout was changed to be more 
inviting and the site holders were pleased with the 
placements and access for the public.  The variety 
of stalls and the quality of the products, activities 
and services on offer attracted many positive 
comments from visitors.

The new Regatta Village within the yacht club 
grounds was most successful in retaining sailors 
and visitors together on the site and increasing the 
sense of camaraderie for everyone. The night time 
activities, food and music drew large crowds.

The 2016 Festival of Sails was made possible by 
support from the State Government of Victoria and 
the City of Greater Geelong and I thank them for 
their commitment to the sport of yachting and the 
community of Geelong.  Thanks also to Rex Gorell 
Land Rover, the presenting partner for the event and 

Geelong Connected Communities, our supporting 
partner of the community shore side festival and all 
our other event sponsors.

The 2016 Festival of Sails Executive Committee was 
a diverse, strong team that planned to create a new 
atmosphere for the event and to provide new ways 
for the community of sailors to enjoy their sport.  
The committee also sought to reinvigorate the shore 
side festival through new attractions and a more 
accessible yacht club venue.  These goals were 
achieved.

I thank all committee members for their skill and 
commitment to the event, our staff, the sailors and 
the community of Geelong.

Chris Williams
RGYC Commodore

Chairman of the 2016 Festival of Sails


